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Society: New Books

NEW BOOKS
THE FIRST GENTLEMAN

OF

AMERICA

Branch Cabell: The First Gentleman of America.
(New York, Farrar and Rinehart, 1942.) 309 p.,
bibliography.
Except to the few who will picture what they
read or consider its implications, history solely
from the record is dull. So if it is to be read by
more than those few, something must be added to
the record. What it takes, and more, has been
mixed-in with the skill of a master-hand in The
First Gentleman of America.
This is a tale of a young Indian of the Virginia
region and of his godfather, Pedro Menendez de
Aviles, founder of St. Augustine; hence it is historical fiction. But, of necessity and doubtless from
choice too, there is little history and much fiction.
Unlike the true historical novel, it does not
picture a period ; rather, it is a picture in detail
-a study, with its full measure of wit and humor
and discernment, of the characters of those two
men-especially of that incomparable Spaniard and
incomparable Roman Catholic, Pedro Menendez.
Unreal and unhuman Menendez becomes real and
human, if still inhuman. But some might prefer
their own guess as to what he really was, or
leave him the visionary character history makes
him.
The author, part-time a resident of St. Augustine and a member of the Florida Historical Society, has inscribed his volume to A. J. Hanna, our
past president.
FABULOUS FLORIDA

Ruby Leach Carson: Fabulous Florida. (Manfred, Van Nort & Co., Dallas, Texas. 1942.) xvi,
249 pp. illus., maps. $2.50.
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NOTES

The purpose of this book is told in the. sub-title :
“Florida’s story for children,” and this object is
never lost sight of. The author is an instructor
in Florida history in the University of Miami; and
contacts with teachers in elementary and grammar
schools, who studied the State’s history under her
have enabled her to tell Florida’s story in a way
most likely to kindle the interest of children, while
her own historical training and first-hand knowledge of Florida’s history insures the accuracy of
the narrative.
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

IN

FLORIDA:

Florida Christians, Disciples of Christ, by Ellwood C. Nance. (The Rollins College Press, Winter Park, 1941) 314 p. illus. $2.50.
This volume is a history of that denomination
in Florida, or it is more a history of each of its
numerous churches throughout the State, with separate biographies of many of its members, The
author came to Florida in 1930 as minister of
First Church, Tampa, and is now Dean of Knowles
Memorial Chapel and Professor of Biblical Literature at Rollins College.
Compendio Historico de la Florida which has
recently appeared is a text-book history of Florida
in Spanish with vocabulary, written and published
by Professor Charles Amzi Vannoy of Florida
Southern College.
*
*
*
DR. JOHN GORRIE
Outside of Florida there has been scant recognition of the pioneering work of Dr. Gorrie in
refrigeration, and his statue in Statuary Hall in
the Capitol at Washington is no exception, for
that was put there by Floridians. There seem to
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be two reasons for this: because his work was
done in Florida and not in the North, and, though
he was a pioneer, he was not the first to make
ice through mechanical means. His goal was rather
air-conditioning than the manufacture of icethough he was successful in the latter. Today, with
the rapid growth of air-conditioning, past due recognition comes to Dr. Gorrie as the foremost pioneer in that field.
Much is unknown of his life and work, but the
model of his ice machine, on which he received a
patent, is preserved in the Smithsonian Institution. What is known today is recorded by Dr.
Edward Jelks in Annals of Medical History (v. 3,
no. 4, pp. 387-390), by Dr. H. Marshall Taylor in
Southern Medical Journal (v. 28, no. 12. Dec. 1935),
and in an unpublished thesis (Stetson University
1938) by Ruth. E. Mier.
At the instance of the John Gorrie Junior High
School of Jacksonville a resolution was adopted
by the legislature of Florida (approved June 3,
1941) bringing to the attention of the publishers
of Encyclopedia Brittanica the unwarranted omission of Dr. Gorrie’s biography from that publication. As a result this will be included in the next
edition.
THE PALM BEACH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This is now one of the most active local historical societies in the State. Quarters have been
given the organization by the Society of the Four
Arts, and under the leadership of its president,
Dr. Edmund LeRoy Dow, shelves and showcases
have been arranged, and the accumulation of an
exhibit of Florida and especially of Palm Beach
historical material has been begun.

Published by STARS, 1941

3

